
UM TED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORD A
CASE NO. 26-20020-CR-R LTAM S

M TED STATES OF AM ERICA

VS.

ALEX NM N SA AB M ORAN ,

D efendant.

FA CT UAL PROFFER

The United States of America and the defendant, ALEX NAIN SAAB M ORAN

ISAABI, agree that the following fac'ts are true and, had tiis case gone to kial, the United

States of Am erica would have proven the following facts, am ong others, beyond a reasonable

doubt:

In or about 2015, SAAB m ide an ameement to launder m oney and commit

f'raud with individuals lm own herein as Co-Defendant 1 and Co-Defendant 3 , as well as

Alvaro Pulido Vargas (Pulido), Jose Gregorio Vielma-M ora (Vielma-M ora), Emmanuel

Enrique Rubio Gonzalez m ubio), Carlos Rolando Lizcano M amique (Lizcano), and others,

along with high ranking members of the Venezuelan governm ent.

ThereaAer individuals known herein as Co-Defendant 4 and Co-Defendant 5 ,

as well as others, joined the conspiracy.

The agreement of the conspirators was to obtain contracts and prost from a

Venezuelan public welfare prov am  known as Comite Local de Abastecimiento y Produccion

ICLAPI tllrough bribes and other illegal payments, and then secretly disGbute and hide the

proceeds inside and outside of Venezuela, including to and through the Southern Distic't of
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Florida.

4. SA AB and Pulido, along with high levelvenezuelan oG cials, were the prim ary

örganizers and leaders of the illegal scheme. They, along with others, designed and executed

a' system of bribes and other itlegal payments to public o/ cials in order for enéties secretly

contolled by the conspirators to be awarded lucative contacts from the Venezuelan

government to import food and medicine under the auspices of the CLAP. However, as part

of their corrupt system, other conspirators neglected to deliver in 111 on the contacxts, and

instead used fake companies, false invoices, false shipping records, and other fraudulent

documents to skim hundreds of m illions of dollars for themselves and their associates, as well

to conceal their association with the illegal activity and to avoid detection.

The scheme was lucradvely successful because the conspirators had the

approval, participation, and protection of som e of the Venezuelan government's llighest

ranking public authorities, including an individual lcnown herein as Governm ent Oëcial 1A,

and Vielm a-M ora, and Co-Defendant 3.

6. At the stal of the conspiracy, SAAB met with Government Oë cial IA and

received his/her approval to cany out the scheme. In exchange for Government OG cial 1A's

support and protection, SA AB made pam ents to Governm ent OG cial IA inside and outside

of Venezuela. SAAB and Government OG cial IA also agreed that Co-Defendant 1 would

act as Government Oxcial 1A's surrogate and receive illegal payments on Uovernment

OG cial 1A's behalf.

SA AB subsequently organized and executed illegal paym ents to Co-Defendant

1 and others, including payments to and through the Southem  Distict of Florida and

elsewhere in furtherance of the conspirac'y.

2 Defendant's Inidals
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8. At the start of the conspiracy, Governm ent OEcial 1A's associate, Vielma-

V ora, selved as the govem or of Tâchira, a l'ural state in western Venezuela.

9. In or about early 2016, SAAB, Government OG cial 1A , Vielma-M ora, and

others, began arranging to secretly win a CLA.P conkact (Conkact 1) to provide the people

of Venezuela with 10 million boxes of food rations.

Contract 1 was awarded and overseen by the Tâchira state governm ent through

an entity lmown as Comercializadora de Bienes y Servicios de1 Tachga (Cobiserta). Conkact

1 called for the production and delivery of 10 million food ration boxes to needy Venezuelans

in Técllira. National government ftmds were disbursed f'rom a state-owned inves% ent ftm d

lmown as Fondo de Desarrollo Nacional SA (Fonden).

In or about mid to late 2016, with the approval of Government OG cial 1A,

SA AB met with Co-Defendant 1, Vielma-M ora, Pulido, Lizcano, and others to organize a

proposal to desir , assemble, and deliver millions of boxes of food rations to needy

Venezuelans with ftmds from the CLA-P.

As part of the m angement, SAAB, Vielma-M ora, and others, am eed that in

exchange for Vielm a-M ora's influence in the awarding of Contract 1 and further contracts to

the conspgators, Viehna-M ora would receive a total of approximately $17 million in bribes,

ldckbacks, and other illegal payments.

13. In fact, SA AB arranged for a series of wire kansfers of millions of dollars to

corporate barlk accounts in Andgua and Panama for third pardes on behalf of Vielp a-M ora.

The lansfers were bribes and ldckbacks intended for Viehna-M ora in exchange for lzis past

and continued paG cipation in the conspiracy. In aFect of interstate commerce, at least a

portion of these hm ds were subsequently tansferred to bank accounts in the Southern Diskict

Defendant's Inidals
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of Florida to further promote the bribery scheme and to conceal the true source, namre, and

purpose of the proceeds.

14. In or about October of 2016, pursuant to the influence of Government OGcial

1A, Viehna-M ora, and others, Contact 1 was awarded by Cobiserta to Group Grand Limited

(GGL), a Hong Kong shell company secretly conlolled by SAA.B and Pulido, but publicly

associated with people acting on their behalf.

15. SA AB and Pulido had SII contol of GGL and used it for the prim ary purpose

of concealing their connection to the CLAT. GGL had bank accounts but did not produce

food, m edicine or any products. SAAB and Pulido employed others to operate GGL'S bank

accounts at their direction, and to help them to hide thei.r associadon with GGL.

16. Subsequent to their use of GGL for Conlact 1, jAA.B and Pulido utilized

other, similar shell companies to evade sandions and secretly win a series of additional CLA.P

conkacts for food and m edicine,and to receive Venezuelan government ftmds outside of

Venezuela on the behalf of the conspirators. Other shell companies used by SA A,B and his co-

consp/ators for these purposes includedAsasi Foods FZE andM ulberry Proje Ve Dis Ticaret.

Surrogates employed by SA AB and Pulido then moved the proceeds of the

CLA.P conlacts, via wire kansfers and cash payments, to various co-conspirators and

associates around the world, including to and throug,h the United States.

18. For example, SA AB funded the bank accounts of certain companies under the

conlolof Co-Defendant 3, Pulido, Rubio, and others, outside of Venezuela. Pazt of the funds

were then transferred f'rom those companies to pay CLAP food suppliers like Co-Defendant

5, including to and through accounts in the Southern Distic't of Florida.

Defendant's Initials
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19. Other illegal pam ent-s were wire tansfen'ed to bank accounts secretly

contolled by co-conspirators in locadons such as Antigua, Bulgaria, Liechtenstein, M arshall

Islands, M ontenegro, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom, and United Arab Emirates.

20. In Bulgaria and Liechtenstein, SAAB and Pulido utilized a Swiss fmancial

advisory lirm to secretly set up entities and barlk accounts for the sole purpose of laundering

funds involved in their illegal scheme. The accounts are described in Appendix A (attached

hereto and incorporated herein for all purposes) and were Nanded wi1 proceeds and

facilitating funds of the conspirator's illegal scheme. The ftm ds in the accounts are ov ed

and/or associated w1t11 SAAB and Pulido, but their association was concealed by the Swiss

fmancial advisory 51-m and disguised as corporate accounts conkolledby a surrogate of SA AB

and Pttlido. The funds were used by SAAB, Pulido, and other consp/ators to promote and

? ilitate the bribery and fraud at the heart of the scheme, as well to spend and to hide proceedsac

from the detection of authorities.

21. W ith the continued support of Govem ment OG cial 1A, SA AB and llis co-

conspirators continued to secretly win CLAT conkacts by utilizing shell companies publicly

idenv ed as belonging to other people, such as GGL, Asasi Foods, and M ulberry. SA AB

profited approximately $195 million from at least six contracts that were awarded to the

conspirators. Funds were released to the conspirators' shell compal es by Fonden and other

government agencies under the influence of Government OGcial 1A, such as Banco de

Desarollo Econémico y Social de Venezuela (Bandes) and Corporaciôn Venezolana de

Comercio Exterior (Corpovex).

22. Not later than in and around mid 2019, SA AB, Government OGcial 1A, Co-

D efendant 3, and others, altered the payment structure of the illegal scheme by an'an ing for
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the conspirators to receive compensation for CLAP conkacts throug,h deliveries of

Venezuelan oil, gold, and other natural resources.

23. In furtherance of the scheme, SA AB, Co-Defendant 3, Co-Defendant 4, and

others, arranged for a series of m aritime vessels to pick up, kansport, disguise, and sell

millions of barrels of c'rude oil from Petôleos de Venezuela, S.A. (PDVSA), Venezuela's

state-owned oil company. Proceeds of these illegal sales were, in part, kansferred to and

throug,h bank accounts in the United States to further promote the illegal scheme, including

the Southem  Distict of Florida.

24. On or about June 12, 2020, SA AB was arrested and confined in Cape Verde,

but the criminal scheme continued with Pulido assuming SAM 's leadership role. W hile ili

custody, SA AB believed he would continue to prost and be paid f'rom his prior participation

ti CLAP scheme. Pulido, Co-Defendant 3, Co-Defendant 4, Co-Defendant 5, and othersin e

continued to arrange for mariém e vessels to pick up, transport, and sell m illions of barrels of

PSDVSA oil, and to skim the subsequent proceeds.

25. Upon SAM 's return to Venezuela in December of 2023, tltroug,h February of

2026, SAAB joined the government of Venezuela in an oGcial capacity and accepted funds

from earlier CLAP contracts. At the same dm e, he continued to assist and took directions

from Venezuelan oë cials and their representatives who were engaged in other Zegal

schemes, including Governm ent OGcial 1A.

The above facts would have been proven through the testim ony of cooperating and

1aw enforcement witnesses, preserved emails and chat conversations, business records, and

bank records. The facts descibed above are not intended to be a complete recitation of the

facts of this case and are merely intended to form a basis for the undersir ed defendant's

6 Defendant's Irlitial
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knowing and voluntary plea of guilty to the violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section

195609, as charged in the Indic% ent.

JASON A. REDW G QUIXONES
UN ITED  STATES A IT ORN EY

0 'b'> ODate: By: X)
M ONIQUE BOTERO
ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

M ARGARET A. M OESER
CH JEF
M ONEY LAUNDEIUN G, NARCOTICS M D
FO EITUR E SECTION
D CIUM INAL DW ISION

By:
JOS PH PM AZZO
D EPU'FY CI-HEF

</&/:;Date:
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oate: #-d- 2 <

f-t- 2:Date:

oate: ?- J- 2z

/
NEIL SCITUSTER, ESQ.
COUNSEL F DEFENDANT

. 
'

JOSEP CHUSTER,ESQ.
COUNS FOR DEFENDANT

.z

AL X NAIN SA AB M ORAN
DEFENDANT

W im essed by

Case 1:26-cr-20020-KMW   Document 44   Entered on FLSD Docket 09/15/2026   Page 7 of 8



United States v. Saab, 26-CR-20020-KM W

FA CTUAL PROFFER -APPEND W  A

Bulgaria accounts aud flm ds involved in m oney laundee g

Abbreviated Listed Accou t
Account Number Holder

1. lnvestbarlk-6log Adon Trading FZE

2. Investbnnk-5206 A sasi Foods FZE

3. Investbank-6lo8 Atlas Food FZE

4. Investbarlk- 6lol FB Foods C.A .

Lim ited

5. 1nvestbank-3305 M ax Power
En ineerin LTD

6. Investbark-8408 M ulbeny Proje Ve Dis
Ticaret A .S.

7. Investbank- 64ol Salva Foods FZE

Liechtenstein accounts and fIm ds hw olve; in m oney laundee g

Abbreviated Listed A ccount
Account Number Holder

8. Union- 0851 A don Trading FZE

9. Union- 0866 FB Foods LLC CA

10. Union-securiies M ulberry Proje Ve Dis
Ticaret A.S.
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